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BOOK REVIEW
ISCHIO-FEMORAL ARTHRODESIS. By J. Crawford Adams, M.D.(Lond.),
M.S.(Lond.), F.R.C.S.(Eng.). (Pp. vi+112; figs. 107. 35s.). Edinburgh and
London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1966.
THIS is an admirable example of a monograph, in that it achieves the object of being a
comprchensive study of a subject, which in itself would not warrant book-length treatment.
The history of the development of this type of arthrodesis is outlined. This is followed by
clinical and operative experience which is illustrated by beautiful drawings, photographs,
and X-rays. Figures of results are also given, including those of earlier authors.
Mr. Crawford Adams then expounds the main theme of the monograph. This is to put
forward the claim for this operation to be done by the "nail and graft" technique. Research
into the type of bone graft, and the operative techniques has been done by the author and
the chapters dealing with this research are most interesting.
His conclusions are not as strongly in support of the technique as the reader would expect
from arguments propounded in the earlier parts of the monograph. He does, however,
advocate the "blind method" for most cases. Many orthopaedic surgeons will not be en-
couraged about the safety of the sciatic nerve from injury in this operation . . . especially
when Mr. Adams' experiments show that the nerve is "at least one centimetre" from the
line of the drill. Anyhow, the figures for fusion by the ischio-femoral method (taken from
his tables) show a greater percentage of fusions in the cases in which the "open method"
was used. There is a significant absence of comment about the complications of well-leg
traction, which forms the preliminary treatment for many cases.
This is an excellent monograph and its study will well repay those interested in the
problems of hip surgery. It is also a very comprehensive reference for these problems.
R.I.W.
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